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KATEAEIXE PAKE,

SIXTH QUEEN OF HENBT YIII.

KATHARINE PAKE, was the first Protestant queen of England.
She was the only one among the consorts of Henry YIIL
who, in the sincerity of an honest heart, embraced the doctrine of
the Ref orrnation, and imperilled her crown and lif e in support of
her principles.

Katharine Parr was not only queen of England, but an English
queen. Although of ancient and even royal descent, she claimed,
by birth, no othei rank than that of a private gentlewoman,
like ATIne Boleyn and Jane Seymour, Katharine Parr was only
the daughter of a knight; but her father, sir Thomas Parr, was
of a more distinguished ancestry than either sir Thomas Boleyn or
sir John Seymour, being a representative of the ancient baronial
families of Harmion. de Roos, de Lancaster and tlie Nevilles.
Katharine's mother, Maude Green, was the co-heiress of sir Thomas
Green of Boughton and Green's Norton in Northamptonshire.

Sir Thomas and lady Parr were frequent residents in the court;
but the child who was destined hereafter to share the throne of
their royal master, was born about 1512, at Kendal castle, in
Westmoreland, the time-honoured fortress which had been the
hereditary seat of her ancestors from the days of its great Nor-
man founder, their progenitor Ivo de Tallebois.

Sir Thomas and lady Parr had two other children, William,
their son and heir, afterwards created Earl of Essex and marquess
of Northampton, and Anne, the wife of William Herbert, the
natural son of the earl of Pembroke, to which dignity he was
himself raised by Edward YI. Sir Thomas Parr died in the year
1517, leaving his three infant children to the guardianship of his
faithful widow, who is said to have been a lady of great prudence
and wisdom, with a discreet care for the Tna.ir> chance. He willed
his daughters, Katharine and Anne, to have eight hundred pounds
between them, as marriage portions. Pour hundred pounds,
Katharine's moiety of the sum provided by 3ter faihcr for the
nuptial portions of herself and her sister, would Le scarcely equal
to two thousand pounds in these days, and seems but an inade-